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A SHORT VIEW 

O F 

The Difference between the Moravian 
Brethren, lately in England^ 

And the Rev. Mr. John and Charles 
Wesley^ 



\trEDNESDAr Nov. 7. 1739. I had a long 
\Y Conference with Mr. Spangenberg, I agreed 
with all he faid of the Power of Faith. But I could 
not agr^Cy either That None has any Faith^ fo long as 
he is liable to any Doubt or Fear: Or, that //// nve 
ha*ve the full AJfurance of Faith, tjue ought to ahfiain 
from the Ordinances of GoD. 

Monday December 31. I had a long and particular 
Converfation with Mr. Molther, I weighed all his 
Words with the utmoft Care, defired him to explain 
what I did not underftand j. afked him again and again. 
Do I not miilake what you fay ? Is this your Meaning, 
or is it not? So th^t I think, if God has given me 
any Meafure of Underftanding, I could not mifbike 
him much. - 

As foon as I came home, I befoaght God to aflift 
mc, and not fufFer the Blind to go out of the IFay, I 
then wrote down what I conceived to be the Differ- 
ence between us, in the following Words : 

As to Faith you believe 

1 . There are no Degrees in Faith, and that no Man 
has any Degree of it, before all Things in him are be- 
come new, before he has the full Affurance of Faith, 
or the dear Perception that Christ dwelleth in him: 

2. Accordingly you believe, there is no juftifying 
Faithy or State of Juftification (hort of this: 

A 2 3. Th^rc- 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



[43 

3- Therefore you believe, That Gift of God which 
many received fince Peter Bohler came into England, 
"ijz, " A fure Confidence of the Love of God to 
t^fm, was not Juftifying Faith. '* 

4. And that the Jay and Love attending it, were 
from Animal Spirits^ from Nature, or Imagination *, 
Not Joy in the Holy Ghost, and the Real Love of 
God, Jhed abroad in their Hearts : 
Whereas I believe 

1. There are Degrees in Faith, and that a Man 
may have fame Degree of it, before all things in him 
are become new> before he has the full AiTurance of 
Faith, or the clear Perception that Christ dwelleth 
in him: 

2. Accordingly I believe, there is a Degree ofju/- 
^•fy^^Z ^^ii^y (and confequently a State of Juftification) 
iliort of, and commonly antecedent to this. 

3. And I believe. That Gift of God which many 
received, fmce Peter Bohler came, was Jufiifying Faith : 

4. And that the Jcy and Love attending it, were 
not from Animal Spirits, from Nature or Imagination ; 
but a Meafure of Joy in the Holy Ghost, and of tte 
Love 0/ God fhed abroad in their Hearts. 

As to the Way to Faith, you believe. 

That the Way to attain it is. To ivaitfor Christ, 

and be /ill, i. e. Not to ufe (what v;e term) the 

Means 0/ Grace: Not to go to Church : Not to Conx- 

• municate : Not to fall : Not to ufe fo much Private 

Prayer : Not to read the Scripture : 

(Becaufe you believe, Thefeare not Means of Grace ^ 
i. c. Do not ordinarily convey God's Grace to Unbe- 
lievers: And 

That it is impoflible for a Man to ufe them, without 
trufting in them) 

Not to do Temporal Good, nor to attempt doing 
Spiritual Good : 

Becaufe you believe, no Fruit of the Spirit is given, 
by thofe who have nqt that Fruit themfelves. 

Whereas I believe. 

The Way to attain Faith, is To vjait for Christ 
and he fill. In uiing all the Means of Grace: 

There-. 
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Therefore I believfe it right for him who kno^^'s he 
has not Faith ( /'. ^. That Affurance of Faith) 

To go to Church : To Cominunicate : To faft : To 
ufe as much Private Prayer as he can : kad to read the 
Scripture. 

(Becaafe I believe thefe are M^ttns of Gracty i. e. 
Do ordinarily cofnrty Ood's Grrace to Unbelievers : 
And 

That It is poflible, for a Man to ufe tham, without 
trufitng in them) 

To do all the temporal Good he can : 

And to endeavour after doing Spirittul Good : 

Becauf^y I know many Fruits of the Spirit afl-e given,, 
by thofe who have them not themfel'ves. 

Friday April 25.1 740. My Brother and I fpent two 
Hours in Converfation with Mr. Mohhir. He now alfo 
explicitly afRrm'd, i . That there arc noDegrea in Faith ; 
that none has any Faith who has ever any Doubt or 
Fear: And 2. That every one who has not fuch a 
Faith as excludes all Doubt and Fear, 6ught, till he 
has ity to htftilh that is, as he explained it, not to 
ufe the Ordinances or Meam of Grace^ fo called. He 
alfo exprefsly alTerted, i . Thi&t to thofe who have thii 
Faith, the Ordinances are not Matter of Duty, They 
are not commanded to ufe them : They are free; they 
mrty ufe them, or they may not: 2. That thofe who. 
have not this Fakh» ought not to ufe them, (particu- 
larly not to communicate) Becaufe Goo neither com^ 
mands nor defigns they (hould (commanding them to 
none, dedgning them only for Believers) And becaufe 
they are not Means of Grace^ there being no fuch thing 
as any Means of Grace, but Christ only. 

Sunday JuAe 29. 1 preached on Titus iii. 8. and en- 
deavoured. to inforcc the Apoftle's Do^bine, That 
thofe nvho ha^e heli€<ved he careful to maintain good 
IVorh, The Works I particularly mentioned were. 
Praying,, Communicating, fearching the Scripture : 
Fe^ng the Hungry, cloarhing the Naked, affifting the 
Stranger, and vifiting or relieving thofe that were fick 
oj- in Prifon. Several of the Brethren being met in the- 
Evening, Mr. ^> ;; told them, I had b«eu preach* 
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ing up the Works of the Lanv: « Which (added Mr. 
y* .1 ■ ') nue Belienjers are no more bound to obey^ than 
the 'Subjects ^England to obey the Laivs of France.'* 

Wednefday July i6. Going in the Evening to Fetter - 
Laney I read (from an Old Book) to this Effedl : 

" The Scriptures are Good. Prayer is Good. 
Communicating is Good. Relieving our Neighbour 
is Good. But to one who is not born of God, none 
of thefe are Good, but all very Evil. For him to 
read the Scriptures, or to pray, or to communicate, 
or to do any Outfidc Work, is deadly Poifon. Firfl, 
let hjm be born of God. Till then let him not do 
any of thefe things. For if he does, he deftroys him- 
felf." 

After reading this twice or thrice over, as diilinflly 
as I could, I aflc'd, « My Brethren, is this right or 
is it wrong ? Mr. ^— anfwerki immediately, *• It is 
right. It is all right. It is the Truth : And to this 
we mull all come, or we never can come to Christ." 

Sunday 20. I took my Leave of Fetter-Lane, by read- 
ing a Paper, the Subftance whereof was as follows. 

«« You aflert, that there is no Jufiifying Faith, 
where there is ever any Doubt or Fear : 

And that none ought to ufe what our Church terms 
the Means of Grace, till he has fuch a Faith as excludes 
all Doubt or Fear. 

You have often affirm'd, xxxfearchthe Scriptures, 
to pray, or to communicate before we have this Faith, 
is, To feek Sanation by Works: And that till thefe 
Works are laid afide, no Man can receive Faith. 

I believe thefe Affertions to be flatly contrary to the 
Word of God. I have warned you hereof again and 
again, and befought you to turn back to the Law and 
the Teftimony. I have borne with you long, hoping 
you would return. But as I find you more and more 
confirmed in the Error of your Ways, nothing now re- 
mains, but that 1 ftiouldgivc you up to God." 

Auguft 8. In my Letter tqthe Moravian Church, I 
wrote as follows : 

" You mix much of Man's Wifdom with the Wif- 
dom of God. You greatly refne the plain Religion, 
taught by the Letter 'of Holy Writ, and PhiUfiphize 
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on almoft CTery Part of it. Hence you talk much, in 
a Ma/iner wholly unfupportcd by Scripture, againil 
mixing Nature nvith Grace, againft Imagination, and 
concerning the Animal Spirits, mimicking the Power 
of the Holy Ghost. Hence you caution us againft 
Animal Joy, Natural Love of one another, and Sflfijb 
Love of God ; againil which or any of them, there is 
lio one Caution in all the Bible. 

** You likewife greatly check Joy in the Holy 
Ghost, by fuch Cautions againft Senfible Comforts as 
have no Tittle of Scripture to fupport them. And your 
Brethren here damp the Zeal of Babes in Christ, talk- 
ing much of Falfe Zeal^ and forbidding them to de- 
dare what God has done for their Souls. 

«« Laftly, you undervalue good Works, never pub- 
lickly infifting on the Neceflity of them. And when 
fome of the Brethren have fpoken of them, they put 
them on a wrong Foot, viz. If you find yourfelf moved, 
if your Heart is free to it, then reprove, exhort, re- 
lieve. By this Means you put an uncertain, inward 
Motion, in the Place of the Plain, written Word." 

Thurfday September 3, I met Count Z. Part of our 
Converfation was as follows : 

Z . J acknowledge no inherent Perfection . Christ 
is our only Perfection 

}V. I believe, the Spirit of Christ works Chriftian 
Pcrfeftion in true Chtiftians, 

' Z. By no means. All our Perfedion is in Christ. 
Faith in the Blood of Christ, is the only Chriftian 
Perfection. The whole Chriftian Perfection, is imput- 
ed, not inherent. We are perfeCt in Christ. We 
are never perfeCt in ourfehves, 

W, Is not then every True Believer Holy ? 

Z. Certainly, But he is Holy in Christ, not la 
litnfelf 

W, But are not his Heart and Life Holy ? 
. Z. Undoubtedly. 

IV. Is he not, by Confequcnce, Holy in Himfelf? 

Z. No, no. Only i» Christ. He is not Holy /« 
Uimfdf He has no Holinefs at all in Himfelf 

^. Has he not the Love of God and of his Neigh- 
bour in his Heart, y6a, and the whole Image of God ? 

Z He 
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Z. His has. But this is not Go(j[>el-Holltier9i. Faith 
k Gofpel-Holinefs. 

IV, You grant as much as I affirm. You own, the 
whole Heart, and the whole Life of a Believer are 
Holy, that he loves God with all his Heart, and fcrves 
him with all his Strength. I defire no more. This is 
all I mean by Perfection or Chriftian Holinefs. 

Z. But this is not Holinefs. A Chriftian is not m&te 
Holy, when he has more^ nor lefs Holy when he has 
lefs of> this Love. 

IT. How I Does not a Believer, as he grows in Love, 
grow in I^olmefs ? 

Z. In no wife. The MonMnt he is juftiiied, he is 
fandliiied wholly. And he is neither more nor lefs 
Holy, fi-om that Moment, to his Death. 

W, Is not then a Father in Christ Holier than a 
New-bDrn Babe? 

Z. No. Entire San^ification and Entire Juflificfttioit 
are in one and the fame Inilant, and neither of them 
admits either of Increafe or Decreafe. 

IV, Biit does not a Believer increafe (or grow) in the 
Love of God ? Is he made Perfedl in Love, as foon as 
he is juftified? 

Z. He is. He never ino'fcafes in the Love of God. 
He loves God intirely at that Moment, as he is in- 
tirely fan6Hficd. 

It was fome time before this, vie. on Sunday June 
It. that from thofc Words of Jeremiah^ Stand ye in 
the nxjay, ajkfor the ohdPaths^ I tbofc Occafion to give 
a plain Account, of the Manner wherein thefe Tares 
Were fown among the Good Sieed ; to this Effed : 

" About two Years ago it j^feafed God, tb (hew 
us the Old Path, of SalvaHon by Faith. And many 
fbon tailed of this Solvation, heing juftified freely, 
halving Peace ^with God, rejoicing in Hope of the Glory 
^ God, and having his Lo*ue Jhed abroad in their 
Hearts, Thefe now ran the Way of his Command- 
ments : They performed their Duty to God and Man. 
They walked in all the Ordinances of the Lord; and 
thro' thefe Means which he had appointed for that 
End, received daily Grace to help in Time of Need^ 
and went on from Faith to Faith , 
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But Eight or Nine Months ago, certain Men be- 
gan to affirm, that we had no Faith at all : That Faith 
admits of no Degrees and confequently ^eak Faith is 
in truth no Faith : That no one is juftlfied, who is not 
wholly Pure in Heart, and incapable of any Doubt or 
Fear. 

They aiRrm'd alfo, " That there is no Commandment 
in the New Teftament, but to Believe: that no other 
Duty lies .upon us; and that when a Man does be- 
lieve, he is not bound ot obliged to do any thing which 
is commanded there : In particular, that he is not Sub- 
jeQ to Ordinances^ that is, (as they explained it) is not 
bound or obliged^ to pray, to communicate, to read or 
hear the Scriptures, \yix,may or may not do any of 
thefe things (being now at Liberty ^ not in Bondage) ac- 
cording as he is inclined, according as his Heart is fret 
to it, or not. 

They farther affirmed^ That a Believer cannot ufe 
any of thefe as a Means of Grace: that indeed there 
is no fuch thing In the World, as any Means of Grace: 
that an Unbeliever ought not to ufe them at all, not to 
pray, not to fearch the Scriptures, or communicate: 
but to be y?///, to leave oiF thele Works of the La<w^ and 
then he will foon receive Faith. 

All thefe AfTertions I propofe to confxder. The Firft 
was, that loeak Faith is no Faith. 

By iveak Faith I underftand, i . That which is mixed 
with Fear, particularly of not enduring to the End. 
2. That which is mixed with Doubt, whether we have 
' not deceived ourfelves and whether our Sins be indeed 
forgiven? 3. That which has not yet fully purified 
the Heart. And fuch is the Faith of almoft all Believ- 
ers for a Seafon. 

Yet that ixjeak Faith is Faith, appears, i . From St. 
Paul^ Him that is nveak in the Faith receive* a. From 
St. John^ fpeaking of Believers who were little Chih 
dren^ as well as of young Men' znd Fathers, 3. From 
our Lord's own Words, Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
tittle Faith ? O thou of Utile Faith ^ vaherefore didft 
thou doubt ? I have prayed for thee (Peter) that- th 
Faith fait the( not. Therefore he then had Faith. 

Yet 
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Yet Co iveak was xhakFaith^ that even grofs Sin thait 
Night prevailed over him. 

Mofkl. 23. I confidercd the fecond Aflertion, That 
there is but one OmmanJment in the New Teftament^ 
v/«. To beiie've: that no other Duty lies upon us, and. 
that a Believer is not obliged to do any thing as com- 
manded^ 

How grofsy palpable a Contradiflion is this, to the 
whole Tenor of the New Teftament ! Every Part of 
which is full of Commandments, from St. Matthew to 
the Re<velation ! But it is enough to obferve, i . That 
this bold Affirmation is flatly contrary to Our Lord's 
own Words, Whofoe'ver Jhall break one cf the leaft of 
diefe Commandments, Jhall be called leaft in the King- 
dom of Heaven: for nothing can be more evident,, than. 
that he here (peaks of more than one, of /everal Gcm^ 
mandmcnts i which every Soul, Believer or not, is ob- 
Uged to keep, as commanded^ 2. That this whole 
Scheme is overturned, by that other Sentence of our 
Lord,. When you ba'vedone ^/Zthatis commanded you, 
fay, JVe ka*ve done no more than it *wai our Duty to do. 
3. That altho* to do what God commands is a Belie- 
ver's Pri'vilegey that does not affed the Queftion. He 
does it, neverthelefs, as ^t&^houndim Duty, and as a 
Command of God. 4. That this is the fureft Evidence 
of his Believing, according to our Lord's own Words, . 
If ye love me, (which cannot be, unlefs ye believe) 
keep mf Commandments. ^, That to deiire to do what 
Go4> commands, but not as a Command, is to afFed not 
Liberty, but Independency : Such Independency as St. 
PaufhzA not; for tho' the Truth had made him free, 
yet was htnot ivithout La<w to God, but under the Laiu 
/tf Christ : Such as the Holy Angels have not ; for they 
fulfil his Commandments, ^ and hearken to the Voice of his 
Words: Yea, fuch as Christ himfejf had not; for as 
tjbe Father had given him Commandment, fo he ffake, 

Tuef 24. The Sub^^ance of my Expofition in the 
Morning, on. Why ygit are ye fubjeS to Or (^nances? 

From hence it has been inferred, that Chriftians are 
i)Q(fubjea to tlvs Or^ij^ces of Christ : That Believ- 
/ crs 
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ers need m/» and Unbelievers mey mt ufe tliem ^ diefe 
are not obli^edt and thofe are noitfermitttd fo to do. 

But with how little Reafon this has been inferred, 
will fufBciently appear to all who confider, 

I . That the Chrdinances here Q>oken of by St. Paul, 
•re evidently Je*wijh Ordinancesy fuch a&» Touch not^ 
Tafte notf Handle not^ and thofe concerning Meats and 
Drinks, and New Moons. 2. That confequentlys this 
has no Reference to the Ordinances £/* Christ, fuch as 
Prayer, Communicating, and Searching the Scriptures, 
3. That Christ himfelf taught. Men ought airways t9 
fray i and commands, to fearch the Scriptyres, and to 
rat tf that Bread, and drink of that Cuf, In Remem- 
brance of him, 4. That the Conunands of Ch R 1 s t oblige 
all^ who are called by his Name, whether (in Stridnefa) 
Believers or Unbelievers $ feeing 'whofoe<uer bredketh 
the leaf of tbefe Commandments, Jhall be called leaf in 
the Kingdom of Hea'oen. 

In the Evening I preached on, Caft not away your 
Confidence, *which hath great Recompenceof Reward. 

" Ye who have known and felt yourfelves forgiven, 
caft not away your Conifidenoe, i« Tho* your Joy die 
away, your Love wax cold, and your Peace itfelf be 
roughly aflTaolted: Tho% 2« yvuihould find Doubt or 
<Fear, or firoi^ and uninterrupted Temptation: Yea, 
tho', 3. you fhould find a Body of Sin in you, and 
thruftine fore at you, that you might fidl. 

The Irft Cafe may be only a fulfilling of your Lord*8 
Words, Yet a little while and ye ft>ail not fee me. But 
he will C9mi nnto you again, and jour Heart Jhall re* 
Joice^ and your yoy no Man taketh from you, 

Vour hieing in ftrong Temptation, yea, though It 
fhould rife fo high, as to throw you into an Agony, is 
no more a Proof, that you are not a Believer, than 
our Lorb's Agony was a Proof, that he was not the 
Son of God, 

Your findmg Sin remaining in you ftill, is na Proof, 
that you are not a Believer, Sin does remain in one . 
that is jttftified, tho^ it hath no Dominion over him. « 
For all Things are not already become new. But fear . 
not. Yet a little while, and ye fhall receive Power 
from on kigh, to furi^ yourfelves, even as he is fure. 

Wed. 
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Wed, 25, From thofe Words, Ali Bcrifture h gi'ven 
hy Infpiration 0/ GoD^l took Occafion to fpeak of the 
Otdifrafices of God as they arc Means of Grace. 

Akho' this Exprcffion, Means ofGracey be not found 
in Scripture, yet the Senfe of it undeniably is. For 
Goo hadi in Scripture ordained Prayer, Reading or 
Hearing, and receiving the Lord's -Supper, as ordinary 
Means of conveying his Grace to Man. And firft. 
Prayer. For thus faith the Lord, JJk anditjhall he 
gi'uen you. If any Man lack Wifdom^ let him JJk of 
God. Here God j^inly ordains Prayer, as the' 
Means of receiving whatfoevcr^r^ f^ we want : Parti- 
cularly that Wifdom from above, which is the chief 
Fruk of the Grace of Go d . . ^ 

Here likewife God commands all to pray, who de- 
iire to receive any Grace from him. Here is no Rc- 
ftri£Uon as to Believers or Unhelienters -, but leaft of all 
as to Unbelievers ; for fuch doubtlefs were moft of thoie 
to wh6m he faid, JJk anditjhail be ginten you. 

We know indeed the Prayerof an Unbeliever is full 
of Sin. And yet it is not loft? Wifnefs that Wofd, 
Cornelius f thy Prayers and thine Alms^ or i come uffor 
a Momofial before GoD. 

Thurf, 26. I ihew'd, i. That to fearch (i, e, read 
and hear) the Scriptures^ is a Command of God.. 2. 
That this Command is given to all. Believers or Vnhe- 
lie«vers, 3. That this is commanded or ordained, as a 
Means vf Grace, a Means of conveying the Grace of 
Go D to all, whether Unbelievers (fuch as thofe to whom 
he firft gave this Command^ and thofe to whom Faith 
Cometh by Hearing) Or Believers, who by Experience 
know, that hit Scripture is profitable (Or a Means to 
thiv End) that the Man of God may beperfe^, throughly 
fumifijed to all good Works, 

Frtd, zj, I preached on. Do this, in Remembrance of 
me. 

** You have heatd, that^ none but thofe who are 
convert ed^ ^hoYaye received the ¥loi.Y Qnosr, vho 
SLTC Selievei^s in the full Senfe, may do this: Becaufe 
this is not a converting Ordinsmce.^* 

Is it not f Do not many of you know, the very Be- 
ginning of your thorough (Unverfion to G&v; was 

wrought 
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wrought at the Lord*$ Supper? And does not one 
fuch fnilance overthrow that whole AfTertion ? 

And did not our Lord himfelf command thofe very 
Men> who had not then recei<ued the Holy Ghost» 
who (in the full Senfe of the Word) were not Believers, 
to do this in Remembrance of Him? Here the Precept 
is clear. And to thefe he delivered, the Bread and Wine 
with his own Hands. 

Sat, 28. I fliew'd at large. That the Lord's Supper 
was ordained -of God, to be (ordinarily) 3, Means of 
con'veying to Man, either pre^venting, or juftifying^ or 
fandifying Grace, according to their feveral Neceffitiesj 
and, 2. That the Perfons for whom it was ordained^ 
are all thofe who kno^ and feel that they ^ant bis 
Grace, either to retrain them from Sin, or to Jhew 
their Sins forgi^ven, or to renenv their Souls in the 
Image of God. 

It is now eafy to fee,* wherein the Difference lies 
between the Mora<vian Dodirine and Ours. 

They believe and teach, 

1. That Christ has done ail avhich was necej/hry, 
for the Salvation of sdl Mankind. 

2. That confequently, we are to do nothing, as ne- . 
cellary to Salvation, but fimply to believe in him. 

3. That there is but one Duty now, but one Com- 
mand, viz. To ^^//^<i;f in Christ, 

4. That Christ has taken awav all other Com- 
mands and Duties, having wholly abolijhed the Law : 
That a Believer is therefore free from the Law, is not 
obliged thereby to do. or oimit any Thing ; it being in- 
coi^ilent with his Liberty to do any Thing ns com- 
manded. 

5. That there is no fuch thing ^s Degrees in Faith, 
or weak Faith ; fmce he has no Faith, who has any 
Doubt or Fear. 

6. That we zxe fan^ified wholly the Moment we sre 
jultified, and are neither more nor lefs holy to the Day . 
of our Death; entire SanQification, and entire Jultifi<> 
cation, being in one and the fame Inftant. 

7. That a Believer is never fan^ified or holy in him^ 
felf, but inChrift only; He has no Uolinefs in himfelf 

at all, all his Holinefs being imputed, not inherent, 

8. That a Man may feel a Peace which paffeth all 
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Underftanding, may rejoice with Joy full of Glory, 
and have the Lo^c of God and of all Mankind, with 
Dominion over aU Sin ,- and yet all this may be only 
Nature^ animal Spirits^ or the Force of Imagination. 

9. That if a Man regards Prayer, or fearching the 
Scriptures, or Communicating, as Matter of Duty ; if 
he judges himfelf obliged to do thefe Things, or is 
troubled wheif he does them not j he is in Bondage i he 
has no Faith at all, but is feeking Salvation by the 
Works of the Law. 

10. That therefore till we believe, we ought to be 
ftilli i. e. not to pray, fearch the Scriptures, or cdm- 
municate. 

We bdieve that the firft of thefe Propofitions is am- 
Wguous, and all the reft utterly falfe. 

I." Christ has done all that <was necejfary^ for the 
Salvation of all Mankind/' 

This is ambiguous. Christ has not done all which 
was neccflary for the ahfolute Sahation of all Mankind.. 
For notwithftanding all that Christ has done, he that 
believeth not ihall be damned. But he has don^e all 
which. was neceffary for the ContUtional Salnjalion''Xi^ ^ 
Mankind ; /. e, if they believe ; for thro' his Merits 
all that believe to the End with the Faith that work- 
cth by Love, fhall be faved. 

2. « We are to do nothing as neceffary to Salvation, 
but fimply to belie've in him.** 

If we allow the Count's Definition of Faith (Sixteen 
Difcourfes, /. 57.) viz. 7he Hiftorical Knowledge of 
this Truths That Christ has been a Man^ and f tiff ered 
Death for us^ then is this Propofition directly fubver- 
^"^^ of the whole Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

3. *' There is but one Duty now, but one Command^ 
viz. 7<? ^ff//iw<? in Christ." 

Almoft every Page in the New Teftament, proves 
the Falfhood of this Affertion. 

4. Christ his taken away all other Commands txA 
Duties, having wholly abolilhed the Law.** 

Ho^ abfplutely contrary is this to his own folemn 
Declaration F l^hink not that I am come to defray the 
Lcsw or the Prophets^ 1 am not come to dejiroy^ but to 
fulfj. One Jot or one Tittle Jh all in no 'wife pafs froJft 
the Laiv, till Hea'ven and Earth pafs. 

y There- 
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•* Therefore a Believer i^ free from the Lam:,** That 
he is free from the Curfe of^tbe La^w we know, and 
that he* is free from the Laiv^ or Power, of Sin and 
Death, But where is it written, that he is free from 
the Lanv of God t You may as well fay. He is free 
from Love,- or Heaven. 

" He is not obliged thereby ta do or omit any thing, 
it being inconfillent with his Liberty to do any thing as 
commanded ^^ - v 

%oyour Liberty, is a Liberty to difobey God; where- ^ 
as ours is, a. Liberty to obey him in all Things. So 
^roi^Yy while ive eftablijh die Law> do you make <void 
the Law thro* Faith. 

5. " There is no f«ch thing as Degrees in Faith, or 
iveak Faith. He has no Faith who has any Doubt or 
Fear.''' 

O why will you thus make Gqd a Liar ? Is there 
not Knowledge in the Moll High ? 

6/<« We are fanSiified 'wholly the Moment we are 
juilified, and are neither more nor Icfs holy to the Day 
of our Death : Entire SanBification and entire JufUfica- 
tion being in one and the fame Inftant." 

Juil the contrary appears both from the Tenor of 
God's Word, and the Experience of his Children^ 

7. *' A Believer is never fandlified or holy in him- 
felf but in Chrift only. He has no Holinefs in himfelf 
at all ; all his Holinefs being imputed^ not inherent. 

Scripture- Holinefs is, the Image of God; the Mind 
which was in Christ ; the Love of God and Man ; 
Lowlincfs, Meeknefs, Gentlenefs, Temperance, Pati- 
ence, Chaftity. , And do you coolly affirm. That this 
is only imputed to a Believer, and that he has none at 
all of this Holinefs in him ? Is Temperance imputed 
only to him that is a Drunkard ftill ? Or, Chaftity, to 
her that goes on in Whoredom ? Nay 5 but a Believer 
is really chafte and temperate. And if fo, he is, thus 
far, holy in himfelf. 

Does a Believer love God, or does he not? If he 
does, he has the Love of God in him. Is he lowly, 
or meek, or patient at all ? If he is, he has thefe 
Tempers in himfelf, . And if he has them not in him- 
felf he is not lowly, or meek, or patient, - You can- 
B 2 not 
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not therefore deny, that every Believer has Holinefd 
iny tho* not from^ himfelf : Elfe you deny, that he is 
holy at all; and if fo, he cannot fee the Lord. 

And indeed, if Holinefs in general be the Nlind 
which was in Christ, what can any one poffibly mean 
by, " A Believer is not holy in himfelf^ but in Chriji 
only ? That the Mind which was in Chrift is in a Be- 
liever alfo ; but it is in him, not in himfelf^ but in 
Chrift ! " What a Heap of palpable Self-contradidlion, 
what fenfelefs Jargon is this ? 

8. " A Man may feel a Peace which pafTeth all Un- 
derdanding, may rejoice with Joy full of Glory, and 
have the Love of God and all Mankind, with Domi- 
nion over all Sin j and yet all this may be only Nature y 
animal Spirits y or the Force of Imagination, " 

We believe this to be a grofs blafphemous Untruth, 
by which you have much grieved the Spirit of God. 
We pray God, he may not give you up to the iBlind- 
nefs of your Hearts, neither let you follow your own 
Imaginations. 

9. " If a Man regards Prayer, or fearching the 
Scriptures, or Communicating, as Matter of Duty^ if 
he judges himfelf 0^%^^/ to do thefe Things, or is trou- 
hledy when he does them not. He is in Bondage^ he has 
no Faith at all, but is ieeking Salvation by the Works 
of the Law.** 

Thus Obedience with You, is a Proof of Unbeliefs 
and.Difobedience aProof of Faith! What is it, to 
put Darknefs for Light, and Light for Darknefs, if 
ibis is not ? 

10. ** Therefore, till we believe, we ought to be 
Stilly i. e. Not to pray, fearch the Scriptures, or com- 
municate.'* 

Firft, We muft give up our Bibles. For the Way 
they teach, is direAly contrary to this. 

Thefe Ten Propofitions contain the main Differen- 
ces between us and the Moranjian Brethren. All thefe 
<voe renounce, deteft and abhor. Whenever they will 
publickly renounce them alfo, we fhall wifh them good 
Luck in the Name of the Lord, and rejoice to be 
their Servants for Christ's Sake. 

Mayzoy 1745. JOHNWESLET, 

Lohdon! CHARLES JFESLET, 
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Mat. vii. 7. 
Ask and it jhall h gh^n yoa. 

1 A UTH OR of Faith, to Thee 1 cry, 
jfj^ To Thee who wou'dft not have me dic^ 

But know the Truth and live : 
Open mine Eyes to fee thy Face, 
Work in mine Heart the faving Grace, 

The Life Eternal give. 

2 Shut up in Unbelief I groan, 

And blindly ferve a God Unknown, 

Till Thou the Veil remove. 
The Gift unfpeakable impart. 
And write thy Name upon my Hearty 

And manifeil thy Low. 

3 I know the Work is only Thine, 
The Gift of Faith is all Divine : 

But if on Thee wc call. 
Thou wilt the Benefit bellow. 
And give us Hearts to feel and know 

That Thou haft died for All. 

4 Thou bidft us knock and enter in. 
Come unto Thee, and reft from Sin, 

The Bleffings feek and find : 
Thou bidft us aik thy Gsace and have, 
Thou can*ft, TJiou wou'dft this Moment fave> 

Both me and all Mankind, 

5 Be it according to thy Wor^ 

Now let me find my pardoning Lord, 

Xet what I aik be given; 
The Bar of Unbelief remove. 
Open the Door of Faith and Love, 

And take me into Heaven» 
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Matt. vi. 6. 

But thou when thou praytft enter into thy 
Clofety &c. 

1 "^^ATHER of Jesus Christ my Lord, 
j} I humbly feek thy Face, 
Incourag'd by the Saviour's Word 

To afk thy Pard'ning Grace, 

2 Entring into my Clofet I 

The bufy World exclude. 

In fecret Prayer for Mercy cry. 

And groan to be renewed. 

3 Far from the Paths of Men to Thee 

I folemnly retire. 
Sec, Thou that doft in Secret fee. 
And grant my Heart's Defire. 

4 Thy Grace I languifli to receive. 

The Spirit of Love and Power, 
Blamelefs before thy Face to live. 
To live and fm no more. 

5 Fain would I all thy Goodnefs feel. 

And know my Sins forgiven. 
And do on Earth thy perfed Will 
As Angels do in Heaven. 

6 O Father, 'glorify thy Son, 

And grant what I require, 
For Jesus' fake the Gift fend down. 
And anfwer me by Fire. 

7 Kindle the Flame of Love within 

That may to Heaven afcend. 
And now in Grace the Work begin 
Which ihall in Glory end. 

ISAI. 
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Is A I. Ixiv. 5. 

Thou meetefi thofe that remember Thee in 
thy Ways. 

1 y^OME, Lord, to a Soul 
\^ That waits in thy Ways, 
That (lays at the Pool 

Expc6Ung thy Grace : 
To fee thy Salvation, 

And prove all rhy.Will, 
With fure Expeftation 

I cahnly ftand ftilL 

2 With Fading and Prayer 

My Saviour I feek. 
And liflen to hear 

The Comforter fpeak ; 
In Searching and Hearing 

The Life-giving Word 
I wait thy Appearing, 

I look for my Lord. 

3 Becaufe Thou hail faid 

Do this for my fake^ 
The Myftical Bread 

I gladly partake : 
I thirft for the Spirit 

That flows from above. 
And long to inherit 

ThyFulnefsofLovc. 

4 Tis here I look up. 

And grafp at thy Mind, 
Here only I hope 

Thine Image to find ; 
The Means of beftowing 

Thy Gifts 1 embrace ; 
But all Things are owing 

To Jesus's Grace. 
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Luke xviii. i. 

Men OUGHT always to pray and not to 
faint.^ 

I A^OME ye Followers of the Lord, 
VJI In Jesu's Service join, 
Jesus gives the facred Word, 

The Ordinance Divine; 
Let us his Command obey. 
And aflc and have whatever we want: 
Pray we, every Moment pray, 
»And never never faint. 

z Place no longer let us give 
To the Old Tempter's Will, 
Never more our Duty leave 

When Satan cries, be ftillt 
Stand we in the Ancient Way, 
And here" with God ourfelves acquaint : 
Pray we, iffr . 

3 Be it Wearinefs and Pain 

To flothf ul Fleih and Btood, 
Yet we iMill the Crofs fuftain. 

And blefs the welcome Load, 
All our Grief to God difplay. 
And humbly pour out our Complaint : / 

Pray we, isTr. ' 

4 Let us patiently endure. 

And ftill our Wants declare; 
All the Promifes are fure 

To Perfeverii^ Prayer; 

Till we fee the Perfea Day, 

And each' wakes up a finlefs Saint: 

Pray we, l^c, 

5 Pray we on, when all-renew'd,. 

And perfected in Love, 
Till we fee the Saviour-Go d 
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All his heavenly Charms furvey 
Beyond what Angel-Minds can paint : 
Pray we, l^c, 

6 Pray we, in the Realms of Light 
Till we behold his Face, 
Faith fhall there be loft in Sight, 
And Prayer in endlefs Prail'e ; 
Bleft thro' one Eternal Day, 
Poffeft of All that God can grant, 

There we cannot, need not, pray. 
For Heaven is All we want. 



A Prayer for Believers in Temptation* 

1 T\/rEEK, Patient Son crfGoD and Man, 
IVA With us in our Temptation ftay,^ 
Our fainting, feeble Minds fuftain. 

And keep throughout the Evil Day, 
(The Evil Day of Doubts and Fears, 
And Fightings,) till thy Face appears. 

2 We have not an High-Prieft in Thee 

Who cannot our Afflidions feel. 
The Tempted Soul's Infirmity 

With kind Concern afFefts Thee ftill : 
Toach'd with our every Grief Thou art. 
And bleeds for us thy pitying Heart. 

3 For us by Men and Fiends diflrefl. 

For us by various PafTions torn. 
Who toil to enter into Reft, 

Who for thy Second Coming mourn. 
And fill thy facred Sorrows up. 
And drink thine Agonizing Cup. • 

4 Companions to the Man of Woe, 

O let us ftill with Thee abide. 
Tempted, alas ! to let Thee go. 

And ftart from the Command afide. 
By every Wind of Dodrine driven 
To feck a Broader Way to Heaven. 

5 Yes, 
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5 Yes, Lord, with deepeft Shame we own^ 

Our Wearinefs of all thy Ways 
Our Hafte to throw thy Burthen down, 

Nor bear the Hidings of thy Faec, 
Nor wait till Thou create us new, 
And give the Crown to Conqueft due. 

6 We fear'd to wait thy Leifure, Lord, 

Or make the Crown thro' Sufferings fure. 
Nature the Dreadful Crofs abhorr'd. 

Nor would we to the End endure. 
But fnatch a cheap fallacious Peace, 
And reft in fancied Holinefs. 

7 Ah, do not let thy Sleep depart, 

. Wide fcatterM in the Cloudy Day, 
But crofs th' Angelic Tempter's Art, 

But <poiI the Lion of his Pfey ; 
Nor let u$ from our Hope remove. 
Our Gofpel Hope of Perfeft Love. 

8 Us, and our Brethen in Diftrefs, 

Patient within thy Kingdom keep,. 
Sure all thy Fulnefs to poiTcfi, 

Our Harveft in the End to reap. 
Thy finleis Nature to retrieve. 
And glorious ia thine Image live. 



For 
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•For thofe that are turned out of the Way. 



'S 



AVI OUR, to Thee w« humWy cry; 

The Brethcm we have loft reftore. 

Recall them by thy Pitying Eye, 

Retrieve them from the Tempter's Power, 
By thy vidorious Blood caft down. 
Nor luiFer him to take their Crown. 

Beguil'd, alas f by Satan's Art, 

We fee them now far ofF remov*d. 
The Burthen of our bleeding Heart, 
- The Souls whom once in Thee we lov'd. 
Whom ftill we love with Grief and Pain, 
And weep for their Return in vain. 

In vain, till Thou the Power bcftow. 
The double Power of quick'ning Graces 

And make the Happy Sinmrs know 
Their Tempter with his Angel- Face, 

Who leads them Captive at his Will 

Captive but Happy Sinners Itill. 

O wou'd'ft thou break the fatal Snare, 

Of Carnal Self-fecurity, 
And let thtm feel the Wrath they bear. 

And let them groan their Want of Thee, 
Robb'd of their falfc Pernicious Peace, 
Their Self (imputed) Righteoufnefs. 

The Men of Carelefs Lives, who deem • 
Thy- Righteoufnefs Accounted Theirs^ 

Awake out of the foothing Dream, 
Alarm their Souls with humble Fears, 

Thou jealous God, flir up thy Power, 

And let them fleep in Sin no more. 



Long 
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Long as the Guilt of Sin (hall lad. 

Them in its Mifery detain^ 
Hold their Licentious Spirits faft^ 

Bind them with their own Nature's Chain, 
Nor ever let the Wanderers reft. 
Till lodged again in Jesus' Breafl. 






FINIS. 
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